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Scores Ambitious Politicians For Failing 

To Inform Filipinos of Their Best Interests 



As a tribute, he said, to the Philippine 
people who befriended him during an 
illness while he was visiting the Islands, 
Frank Murphy, of Ohio, addressed his 
colleagues In the House of Representa- 
tives on February 24, as follows: 

"What a strange condition we are con- 
fronted with as we view the politicians 
of this splendid people (the Filipinos) 
seeking to lead them away from the 
beneficenit and brotherly care of the 
great Government that has brought so 
much opportunity and happiness to 
their Islands in the short time that we 
have been charged with looking after 
their best interests. 

"The people of the Philippines can 
come and go anywhere they may choose 
to wander throughout the United States, 
bargain for, buy, and sell property, con- 
duct business to suit themselves and 
enjoy every protection that any citizen 
of the United States can claim under 
the flag. 

"Why do not the politicians in the 
Philippines tell the people the truth 
about the wonderful opportunities that 
they enjoy under the American flag? 
Why do they not tell them that now 
under the great public school system 
that is established in the Islands the 
poorest and the humblest of the citizens 
of those Islands can look forward with 
hopeful eyes to the day when their 
children will be educated, and because 
of that educated mind can have aspira- 
tions that will be checked only by their 
ability to achieve? 

"I would ask the politicians to tell 
the people that Japan and China, their 
neighbors, and India, with all their 
great armies and their great navies can- 
not force their citizens into the United 
(Continued on page 2) 



BUSINESS INVESTMENTS 

The Philippine Bureau of Com- 
merce and Industry says a total 
of $8,159,500 was invested in 
business in the Islands during 
1924 by 301 corporations. More 
than $5,000,000 of this total vtrent 
into general business, $750,000 in 
extractive industries like agricul- 
ture and mining, and the rest in 
miscellaneous activities. 

Of the corporations ninety were 
social organizations, 46 were pri- 
vate schools and 81 were general 
merchants. 



U. S. Army Expedition 
Pierces Wilderness 

With the cooperation of all branches 
of the Airmy, including the flying corps, 
Major John Considine of the 26ith 
Cavalry recently led a detachment of 
seven Philippine Scouts across hitherto 
unexplored country in the mountains of 
eastern Luzon. The soldiers started 
from Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija province, 
and reached Baler, Tayabas, on the 
coast, ten days later in rags and cov- 
ered with Insect bites. Army wagons 
took them deep into the forests, and 
when the trail was lost, mules helped 
them out. At Baler, airplanes dropped 
supplies for the exhausted expedition. 
The flyers also helped the party find its 
way through the jungle passes. 

Customs CoUectioiis Bigger 

Import duty collections in Manila 
were about $2,000,000 larger for 1924 
than for 1923, the comparative figures 
in round numbers being $10,500,000 
and $8,500,000. 



Wood Grants Moros 
New Civil Rights As 
Reward for Progress 

By granting the two More provinces 
of Zamboanga and Davao the right to 
elect a third member of their respective 
provincial boards Governor General 
Wood is following out the policy of the 
Philippine government of increasing the 
civil rights of the natives of the Moro 
provinces as their progress warrants. 

Secretary of the Interior AgonciUo's 
communication to the Governors of the 
provinces says in part: 

"This step that has just been taken 
by the government is one which I know 
you have longed for. To you as gov- 
ernor it certainly means more than the 
mere carrying out by the government 
of the policy repeatedly enunciated of 
placing the specially organized prov- 
inces on the same footing as the regu- 
lar provinces and to make all our 
provinces as uniform as possible. 

"It is a recognition of the economic 
and social progress attained -by your 
province through the untiring efforts of 
its officials, and at the same time, an 
expression of confidence Jn the inhal^i- 
tants thereof. It is for this reason that 
I wish to congratulate you. In recom- 
mending the election of your third mem- 
ber by your electorate, I entertained no 
fear whatever that an improper use 
might be made of suffrage as to en- 
danger public interest I have always 
been confident that this result will be 
wholesome and salutary, that through 
the instrumentality of the ballot local 
pride will be awakened and that greater 
interest may be fostered in the main* 
tenance of your provincial and munic* 
ipal governments.'* 
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Philippines Loom Big 

When Compared With 

Other Countries 

How large are the Philippines? 

Compared with our other insular pos- 
sessions, the Philippines are 18 times 
as large as the Hawaiian Islands, 33 
times as large as Porto Rico and nearly 
1,000 times as large as the Virgin 
Islands. Five hundred and forty-seven 
Islands the size of Guam could be placed 
in the land area of the Philippines and 
there would still he 130 square miles 
left over. 

The exact land area of the Philippine 
Archipelago is 115,026 square miles, or 
very nearly the area of Italy, which is 
117,982 square miles. The Islands are 
larger than such countries as Jugo- 
slavia, Prussia, New Zealand, and the 
United Kingdom of England, Scotland 
and Wales. They are more than twice 
as large as England, four times the size 
of Scotland, nine times as large as Hol- 
land and ten times the size of Bel- 
gium. 

The Philippines are only slightly ex- 
ceeded in land area by Japan, Norway, 
Poland and Rumania. 

Compared with our own states, the 
Islands equal in area all the New Eng- 
land States and New York. Only four 
states exceed them in area, Texas, Cali- 
fornia, Montana and New Mexico. They 
are twice as large as Michigan, Illinois, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Florida or Arkansas. 

Cuba, the largest of the West Indies, 
750 miles long and on an average 50 
miles wide, is only slightly more than 
one-third the size of the Philippines, 
which extend a maximum of 1,152 miles 
north and south and 682 miles east and 
west. 

World Tourists Visit 
Manila 

Four large touring parties of globe- 
trotters are making the stop-ofC at 
Manila this winter. The "Belgenland," 
under the auspices of the American Ex- 
press Company, brought more than 500 
American and British tourists to the 
city on February 4. On March 17, the 
Anchor liner California, carrying a 
Clarke tour party of 600, will stop off 
at Manila for 24 hours. The following 
day, the Canadian Pacific liner "Em- 
press of France" will bring a thousand 
world-circling sightseers to Manila. 
Another round-the-world party of sev- 
eral hundred persons is scheduled to 
stop off at the Philippine capital on 
March 29. 



Scores Ambitious Politicians 

(Contint4€d from page i) 
States or give them the right to come 
and go that is now so freely enjoyed 
by the residents of the Philippines. 

"America has not exploited the Philip- 
pines or the people, but has sought 
diligently to teach them the high ideals 
of American government and to inspire 
in them a desire to take advantage of 
the splendid opportunities that are to 
be found only under the Government 
of the United States. 

"The Philippine people are not a sub- 
ject people, but they are now a part 
of this great and wonderful Christian 
Nation. I hope that the real friends 
of the Philippine people will take a de- 
cided stand in the Interest of the wel- 
fare of citizens of the Philippines and 
hold fast to the friendship and helpful 
cooperation that is now so freely given 
by the Government of the United States. 
I ask the politicians of the Philippines 
to tell their people of the immigration 
laws of America. Tell them that mil- 
lions of white people from all the coun- 
tries of Europe are constantly knocking 
at our doors for admission and are re- 
fused, save only a few who can measure 
up to the very rigid requirements of 
our health laws, as well as other re- 
strictions. 

"I beg of the Philippine people to 
question their politicians and ask them 
what they can give that the people do 
not now enjoy. Ask them how they 
will be able to transact business and 
come to and go from America, once they 
become a separate people. I beg of the 
people of the Philippines, for their own 
happiness, to go slow and not to be 
led astray by the foolish agitation of 
ambitious climbers." 



Chinese Immigratian 

In the twelve years, 1913-1924, inclu- 
sive, 116,292 Chinese were admitted in- 
to the Philippines. During the same 
period 97,987 Chinese left the Islands, 
leaving a total gain of 18,305. Of the 
Chinese entering the Islands, 27,529 
were minors. 



Internal Revenues Rise 

Preliminary figures furnished by the 
Philippine Bureau of Internal Revenue 
indicate that tax collections for the year 
1924 will show a substantial increase 
over 1923 in nearly all items. 

New Railroad Lines 

Surveys for new railroad lines on the 
Islands of Negros and Leyte have been 
authorized by the Philippine Legisla- 
ture. Construction of these lines will 
depend upon the report of the Manila 
Railroad company engineers who will 
make the survey. 



Better Cultivation 

Methods Taught to 

Tobacco Growers 

Educating tobacco planters in tbe 
Philippines in better methods of oul- 
tivation has been started by the Bureau 
of Agriculture following the recommen- 
dations of a committee established la»t 
year by an executive order of Oovernor 
General Wood. Six additional tobacco 
inspectors have been appointed to re- 
enforce those now working on the prob- 
lem. 

For the purpose of studying methods 
of improvement in the quality of 
tobacco leaves, experimental stations 
will be established in the tobacco grow- 
ing regions. The inspectors will also 
conduct investigations in order to dis- 
cover the best ways to control the pests 
and diseases which attack the tobacco 
plant. 

To gain the cooperation of the pro- 
ducer booklets on leaf-tobacco produc- 
tion have been printed in English, 
Spanish and various dialects and these 
are now ready for public distribution. 



^'Colorums'' Make Charm 
of Ground Human Bones 

The "colorums," who recently plotted 
the overthrow of the provincial govern- 
ment of Nueva Ecija, Philippine 
Islands, are a sect of religious fanatics 
who believe in the second coming of 
Christ. Several of their leaders claim 
to be reincarnations of the Saviour. 

"Colorums" are found in all parts of 
the Archipelago, but are most numerous 
in Surigao, island of Mindanao, where 
they gave the insular and federal 
authorities considerable trouble a year 
ago. The gunboat Sacramento and Con- 
stabulary led by American officers had 
to be sent there to subdue them. It 
is estimated that there are about 50,000 
"colorums" in the Islands in a total 
population of nearly 12,000,000. The 
followers of the sect are recruited from 
the ignorant peasant class. 

One of their beliefs is that a charm 
made of ground human bones and cocoa- 
nut oil will protect them against bul- 
lets. The word "colorum" is derived 
from the Latin "per omnia secula 
seculorum," used by Catholic priests in 
their chants. 



Inquiries on Philippine matters are 
welcomed by the U. S. Mission, Amer- 
ican Chamber of Commerce of the 
Philippine Islands, 66 Broadway, New 
York City. 



